1988: Johnson stripped of Olympic gold

Sprinter Ben Johnson has been sent home from the Seoul Olympic Games in disgrace. The Canadian has also been stripped of his 100m gold medal after testing positive for drugs. Johnson has just arrived home in Toronto and has said he will appeal against the International Olympics Committee's verdict. But the IOC has already said the athlete's intended defense - that a herbal drink he consumed before the race had been spiked - will not be accepted.

Samples of Johnson's urine were tested for drugs immediately after the 100m final three days ago which he won in a world record time of 9.79 seconds.
And Olympic officials confirmed last night that traces of the anabolic steroid Stanozol, had been detected. The sprinter was woken in the early hours of the morning to be told the IOC had decided to send him home.

Canada's Prime Minister Brian Mulroney said it was the correct decision, but a tragedy for Johnson and a great sadness for all Canadians.
 But the athlete's sister, Clare Rodney, told reporters she was convinced the drug testers had made a mistake.
 
"I can really tell anybody from the depths of my heart that he is not guilty," she said.
 
The Canadian media has labelled Johnson a cheat, but there was also sympathy for the man who said he valued a gold medal over a world record because no one could take it away from him. Britain's Linford Christie - who was awarded the silver medal after Johnson's disqualification - said he felt sorry for someone who had been a "great ambassador" for the sport.
 
"I'm also sad for athletics because this has been a bad day for us," he said.
 

In Context….

Ben Johnson was banned from competing for two years and stripped of all the other world records and medals he held. He began racing again in January 1991, but never regained the form that had made him the fastest man in the world.
In the 1992 Barcelona Olympics he did not even make the final of the 100m.
In January 1993 he tested positive again for steroids at an indoor meeting in Montreal, Canada. A unanimous decision by the International Association of Athletics Federations banned him from competition for life.


Canadian Snowboarder Retains Olympic Gold Medal after Testing Positive for Marijuana

Canadian snowboarder Ross Rebagliati, 26, won the men's giant slalom on February 8 in the Olympic Winter Games in Nagano, Japan. After Rebagliati tested positive for marijuana -- 17.8 nanograms of metabolite per milliliter -- the International Olympic Committee (IOC) stripped him of his gold medal on February 10. The following day, the IOC returned the medal, saying it did not have the power to take it

The Olympic Court for Arbitration of Sport (CAS) voted unanimously to reinstate Rebagliati's gold medal. The Court ruled that the IOC did not have an agreement with the International Ski Federation regarding marijuana use and therefore did not have the authority to strip the medal. "It's purely the legal issue. It's not our role to examine the social issues at this stage," said Jean Philippe Rochat, secretary general of the CAS. "It's a clear message that if the international sports body wants such rules, it has to specify clearly that marijuana is a forbidden substance," Rochat said.

Rebagliati said that he has not smoked marijuana since April 1997 and that he must have inhaled secondhand marijuana smoke at a going-away party in January 1998. Given the extremely low amounts of marijuana in Rebagliati's system, medical experts said the gold medal winner's story is plausible. Marijuana is fat-soluble and stays in the body for long periods of time, said Ronald L. Alkana, professor of molecular pharmacology and toxicology at the USC School of Pharmacy.


Discussion


As a Canadian, how do these stories make you feel?



How is each situation similar and different?

Similarities:

Differences:


Was the IOC correct with their punishments in each situation?  Explain 
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