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Character Sketch
A character sketch is a detailed description of a character. The character sketch tells about the character's physical traits as well as his/her personality traits. A four paragraph character sketch should be written using the following format: 
The Title 
Skip a line between the title and the first paragraph. Do not skip lines between paragraphs. Indent your paragraphs. 
First Paragraph 
The first paragraph is an introduction and should contain the following information: 
a. The title of the selection (story, book) 

b. The name of the author 

c. The type of selection (novel, short story, news article) 

d. The major role of the character 

Second Paragraph 

The second paragraph should deal with the physical traits of the character. Do not describe clothing unless they help to describe the character's personality. If there are numerous physical traits, discuss them in logical order, describing the character from head to foot or vice versa. 

Third Paragraph 
In the third paragraph, the main trait is discussed. Above all else; what do you feel is the one trait that best fits the character? Give at least three examples to back up your trait. This is the most important section of the character sketch, so give detailed examples and explanations. Include dialogue and actions as part of the proof for your trait. 
Fourth Paragraph 
This paragraph deals with other traits of the character. Try to find three to discuss and give proof for each trait. It is important to begin the fourth paragraph by using a good sentence to link the third and fourth paragraphs. Begin this paragraph by referring to the previous paragraph. Example: Although June is best characterized by her friendliness, she certainly has other important traits. Provide at least one quote from the story to prove one of the traits you discuss in the fourth paragraph. End this paragraph by ending with a reference to the main trait. Example: Although June did possess many traits, she was above all, friendly.
